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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Federal
Labor Relations Authority
February 3, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 701 of the

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public
Law 95–454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have the
pleasure of transmitting to you the Twelfth
Annual Report of the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority for Fiscal Year 1990.

The report includes information on the

cases heard and decisions rendered by the
Federal Labor Relations Authority, the
General Counsel of the Authority, and the
Federal Service Impasses Panel.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
February 3, 1992.

Remarks to the National Grocers Association in Orlando, Florida
February 4, 1992

Thank you for that warm welcome, and
please be seated. And Tom, thank you for
that wonderful introduction. Thanks also to
Bill Confer, your chairman. And before we
get started, I don’t know where they are,
but I’d like to recognize two outstanding
Congressmen from this area, Bill McCollum
and Cliff Stearns, and also a former Con-
gressman who is actively involved with me,
Bill Grant, of Florida. You have three of
the best right here with you today.

And it’s a great pleasure, and I really
mean that, to be here with this enthusiastic
group. I originally had planned to be at your
dinner last night. But then I found out it
was called the Asparagus Club Banquet.
[Laughter] Thought I’d better not take a
chance. And you know why, dangerously
close. [Laughter] Okay, Barbara won the
broccoli war. I said what I thought, and she
got out and received all these broccoli grow-
ers. And sales shot up about 500 percent.
[Laughter]

You all know, I think, of my love for
sports. And this being an election year, my
competitive juices are flowing more than
ever. And so, today I’m making an an-
nouncement that many of you have been
expecting for a long time. I’m officially de-
claring my entry into your best bagger con-
test. Just one question: Paper or plastic?
[Laughter]

I’ll always remember, and Tom referred

to it, but from a personal standpoint I’ll
always remember that warm reception that
you all, the NGA, gave me when I ad-
dressed that 1985 convention. It was in New
Orleans. You gave me a good education
about your industry then, and I remember
it still. A typical NGA member is a family-
run business. Many of you carry on legacies
built through the vision and sacrifice of a
grandmother or a grandfather. Just met one
of your directors. She was a third generation
in the grocery business, perhaps an immi-
grant to this country; some were. You work
on the thinnest of profit margins. You chal-
lenge one another with bracing competition
that clearly benefits our consumers like no
others in the world. And today as always,
your success as community grocers depends
not just on the bottom line but on the old-
fashioned virtues of being a good neighbor.

Since I last met you all in 1985, the world
has changed. We’ve got a lot to be grateful
for. We won the cold war. We led a coali-
tion in the Gulf to crush Saddam Hussein’s
aggression in Kuwait. We’ve created a world
with the prospects of unprecedented pros-
perity and peace. But we’ve also run into
some hard times here. Our economy has
slowed down. We must get it fired up again.

The professional pessimists tell us Amer-
ica has become weak and disabled, that our
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